
CREATING
A DECENT
PLACE TO
LIVE

Peace  Is land  i s  a  large  sett lement  of  Monrovia

with  a  populat ion  of  ~36,000  people .  Urban

development  must  include  slums  rather  than

attempt ing  to  re locate  them,  creat ing

community -dr iven  solut ions  that  can  t ransform

the  slums  into  a  decent  place  to  l ive  and  al low

residents  to  l ive  thei r  l ives  with  digni ty .   
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The  pr imary  chal lenges  facing  res idents  of

Peace  Is land  were  a  lack  of  access  to  clean

water ,  uncol lected  sol id  waste  and  in formal

dumping  s i tes  causing  major  heal th  hazards.

Open  defecat ion  was  also  a  major  pol lutant  to

the  environment  and  destruct ive  to  the  nearby

mangroves  as  res idents  used  plast ic  bags  to

dump  human  waste  into  the  swamp.  

This  jo int  venture  aimed  to  provide  susta inable

solut ions  for  the  community .  



INCLUSIVE
URBAN
DEVELOPMENT:  
SLUMS ARE
PART OF
CITIES, TOO. 

A  community  socia l  hal l  was  bui l t  as  part

of  the  project  and  opened  by  the  President

of  Liber ia ,  H.E.  Dr.  George  Manneh  Weah,

in  a  r ibbon -cutt ing  ceremony  on  March  5,

2021.  Community  members  can  now

assemble  for  meet ings,  conferences,

workshops,  and  other  socia l  events .  Ful ly

furnished,  the  150  person -capaci ty  hal l

features  two  off ices  for  community

leadership ,  solar -powered  l ight ing,  poly

tanks  for  water  supply ,  and  handicap -

enabled  rest rooms.  I t  wil l  be  managed  by  a

community  management  committee  and

serve  as  a  centre  for  socia l  cohesion

meet ings,  t ra in ing  act iv i t ies ,  and

development  workshops  and  conferences.

COMMUNITY
TRANSFORMATION

Over  36,000  cubic  feet  of  sol id  waste  had

accumulated  in  over  10  in formal  dumping

si tes  in  the  community .  This  project

establ ished  a  complete  sol id  waste  value

chain  with  a  community -based  enterpr ise

managing  a  door - to -door ,  pr imary  waste

col lect ion  with  the  ci ty  managing  secondary ,

waste  removal .  Addit ional ly ,  sol id  waste  i s

now  col lected  and  placed  in  bins  at  the

entrance  to  the  slum,  separat ing  out  organic

waste  for  compost  and  recycl ing.  The

upgrade  also  renovated  two  publ ic  to i lets  and

bui l t  two  bio -eco  to i lets  as  wel l ,  which  fur ther

t ransforms  human  waste  f rom  a  pol lutant  into

useable ,  al ternat ive  energy  and  organic

fer t i l izer  for  the  community .  The  biogas  f rom

the  to i lets  i s  harvested  to  heat ing  chambers

for  hot  water  showers .  

WASTE MANAGEMENT

The  ~36,000  res idents  of  Peace  Is land  only

had  access  to  a  s ingle  water  point  and  faced

severe  chal lenges  dur ing  the  dry  season.

Now,  a  stand -alone  mini -water  system  has

been  constructed  and  launched.  I t  includes

two  high -yie lding  deep  wel ls ,  a  water  tower ,

water  t reatment  faci l i t ies ,  and  a  dist r ibut ion

network  designed  to  provide  more  than  70

percent  of  the  populat ion  with  potable  water .   

The  stand -alone  mini -water  system  also

includes  two  solar -powered  pumps  and  a

standby  generator ,  creat ing  a  network  of

susta inable  water  supply .  The  water  project  i s

operated  through  a  community -based

enterpr ise  supervised  by  the  community

management  committee  to  ensure  cont inued

serv ice  del ivery  in  years  to  come  and  provides

opportuni t ies  for  employment  in  the

community .

CLEAN WATER &
SANITATION


